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C. N. ARDEN-CLARKF: 
Governor. 

AN Ordinance further t o  ammd the Forests Ordinance. 

[27& November, 1954.1 Date of 
cornmeme- 

BE IT BNACTED by the legislature ul tile Gold Cosst, as "'"' 
follows :- 

l. Thh Ordinance may be cited as the Forests (Amendment) ~ h ~ ~ t t i t l ~ .  
Ordinance. 1954, and shall be read as one with the  Forests 
Urdmance, lleremaftcr referred to as the principal Ordinance. hp. 122. 

2. In section 2 of the principaI Ordinance the following amend- Arncndrncnt 
ment shall be made :- of section 

2 of the 
(U) far  the defmition of " Native Court ", them *h211 h p  p r ~ n c i p l  

substituted the following new definition- Ordinand. 

" ' Native Court ' means a court constituted as a 
Native Court undw the pro~isions uf any Ordinance, 
but, notwithstwding the provisions of any Ordinance 
to  the contrary, shall not include such Nat~ve Court, 
when sitting as a Native Appeal Court; " 

(b)  there shdl be inserted, immediately after the definition 
of " Native Court ", the iollowing new definition- 

" ' Native Appeal Court ' means a court constituted 
as a Native Appeal Court under the provisions of any 
Ordinance, and sitting as such; ", 

3. (1) For subsections (2), (31, (4) and (5 )  of section B of the hnlend~nent 
principal Ordinance there shall be substituted the following new ;2sfc;teon 
subsections- pcrncipal 

" (2) If In the course of any enquxy madc under sub- "r"insncc. 

section (l) of this sectiorl a dispute anses as to the ownership 
01 any land rvhlch lles tvithm the proposed Forest Reserve, 
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the Reserve Settlement Commissioner shall try aud determine 
such dispute, either in the course of such enquiry or at a 
separate enquiry, ztnd shall incorporate his finding in his 
judgment given under the provisions of section 14 of this 
Ordinance. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsectiorl (2) of 
this section, whcre such a dispute is determinable by a Native 
Court, the Reserve Settlement Commissioner may, in his 
discretion, refer the dispute to the appropriate Native Court, 
and upon such reference i t  shall be deemed for all purposes to 
be a civil suit brought before sucli Native Court, and, subject 
to the provisions of subsection (4) of this scctim, shall be tried 
atul d e ~ c ~ ~ ~ l l i ~ ~ e d  ac~ulrlir~gly. 

(4) F e  a dispute has been referred to a Mative Court 
for determ~nation in accordance with the provisions of sub- 
section (3) of this section, the Reserve SettIement Commis- 
sioner shall accept and adopt thc judgrncnt of that Nativc 
Court or, in a case where there has been an appeal to a Native 
Appeal Court in accordance with the provisions of subsection 
(5) of this section, the judgment of that Native Appeal Court, 
and he shall incorporate the same in his judgment given under 
the provisions of section 14 of this Ordinance: 

Provided that where the Native Court does not give 
judgment within three months after the date of the reference 
thereto or in the case of an appeal from the Native Court the 
Native Appeal Court does not gtve judgment within threc 
months after the date of the determination by the Native 
Court of s u d ~  dispute, the Resert-s Settlement Commissioner, 
after giving the Native Court or the Nat;ve Appeal Court, as 
the case may be, notice in writing of his intention so to  do, 
may whcre the Native Court has not given judgment, proceed 
in accordarlce with the provisions of  subsection (2) of this 
section as though there had been no such reference thereto, 
or where the Native Appeal Comt has not given judgment, 
accept and adopt the judgment of the Nativc Court In 
accordance with the provisions of this subsection as though 
there had been no such appeal and the proceedings in the 
Native Court or the Native Appeal Court, as the case may be, 
shall ccnsc and dctcrmine from the date of such nutice, 

(5) Notwitllstanding the provisions of any Ortlinal~ce 
under which a Native Court or Native Appeal Court is consti- 
tuted, there shall be no appeal from the judgment of a Native 
Court given under the provisions of aubxction (3) of this 
section, other than- 

(a) to  a Native Appeal Court, where the Ordinance 
constituting the Native Court provides in such a 
case fnr an appeal tn  a Nntive Appeal Court and an 
appropriate Native Appeal Court has been duly 
constituted under such Ordinance; or 
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(b) in accordance with the pr~visions of section 14 of 
this Ordinance. 

(6) Where there has been an appeal to a Native Appeal 
court: in accordance with the provisions of subsectio~ (h) there 
shall be no appeal horn the judgment of that Court, save in 
-accordance with the provisions of section 15 of this Ordinance. " 

(2) Subsection (6) of section 9 of thc -principal Ordinance 
shall b~ olnitlcd. 

4. Immediately after section 9 of the principal Ordinance, there rnse~tion oi 
shall be inserted the following new section :-- new section 

'3A in the 
" Survey 9A. Where there is any dispute as to the owner- ~incipa~ 
or lamr3 irr 
dispute. ship of any land whrch lies M h i n  any propmed Lflina~co.  

Forest Rcserve- 
(a) the expenses of any survey which is 

necessary for the determination of the 
dispute shall be b u r r ~ r :  by Ihe Guverrlment 
of the Gold Coast; 

(bj the Reserve Settlement Commissioner may 
direct the competent Forest Authority to 
s~irvcy the hn* ind~~;~r ;  d any SUCIZ land and 
to c30 such other acts as may be reasonably 
necessary for ihc survey and demarcation 
of such land." 

5. Section 116 of the principal Orrlinnnw shall be arnoncled b y  Amcndrncltt 
the substitution of a comma for the full stop at the end thereof and $:I"$,"," 
by the addition immediately aalter that cnlnlna of the following 
word* Ordinance. 

" and such appeal may relate to such part of the judgment 
as was iucurpurated therein nllder the provisions of subscctinns 
(2) or (4) of section 9 of this Ordirlance." 

5. (l) The provisions of sections 3 and T, of this Ordinance sFlall Transitional 
not apply to  a clispute as to the ownership of land lying within a pmVjsions. 
prop~scd hrcst  Rescrve, wllclr. al the date of the comrncncelqent 
of this Ordinance, a court, not being s Native Court or a Native 
Appeal Court is duly sciztstl of the dispute in accorclance ~v j th  the 
provisions of any Ordinance : 

Provided that wherc ally such dispule liab o\l the application 
of the Reserve Settlement Commissioner been referred, hy an oriIcr 
of a Jvdge of the Supreme Courl., to  the appropriate Division of the 
Supreme Court for trial and determination, and the dispute has not 
been tried and determined at the date of thc rnmm~ncemsnf of t h i ~  
Urdinance, the Reserve Settlement Carnlnissioner shall try and 
determine the dispute as if no such order had been made, unless a 
Judge of the Supreme Court on the application of arly  arty to the 
dispute is of opinion that such course is inconvenient l>y reason 
of thc stage reached i r ~  the trial of the d~spute hy tile Court and 
within one month after the commencement of this Ordinance 
makes an order to the cuntrary. 
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(2) Where at the date of the commencement of this Ordinance 
a Native Court or a Native Appeal Court is duly seized of a dispute 
as t o  the ownership of land lying within a prop~ed Forest Reserve, 
the dispute shall for the purposes of section 9 of the principal 
Ordinance, be deemed to have been referred to a Native Caurt for 
4.dermination in accor'llance xvitk thc provioicrzlo of oubocotion (a) 
of that section on the date on which the proceedings were commenced 
in the Native Court. 

'l'his printed impression has been carefully compared by me 
with the Rill which has passed the Legislative Assembly, and 
found by me to be a true and correctly printed copy of the said 
Dill. 

- -------- ---- 
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